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1
METHOD FOR PROTECTING SECURITY OF
DATA, NETWORK ENTITY AND
COMMUNICATION TERMINAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Patent
Application No. PCT/CN2012/070475 filed on Jan. 17,2012,
which claims priority to Chinese Patent Application
201110009908.5 filed on Jan. 17, 2011 and Chinese Patent
Application 201110033569.4 filed on Jan. 30, 2011, all of
which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to communication technolo-
gies, and more particularly, to a method for protecting secu-
rity of data, a network side entity and a communication ter-
minal.

BACKGROUND

Machine to machine (Machine to Machine, M2M) com-
munication, called machine type communication (Machine
Type Communication, MTC) as well, is a technology which
does not need human intervention and in which machine and
machine communicate with each other directly. The MTC has
features of a huge number of devices, low mobility, and small
communication flow of a single device and so on. Only a
signalling plane bearer is established between an MTC device
and a network side entity. Through the signalling plane
bearer, data is carried in control signalling to be transmitted.

In the prior art, after a communication between an MTC
device and a network side entity is over, the MTC device and
the network side entity might delete security context which is
used for protecting security of data transmission, such that
when the MTC device and the network side entity transmit
data by control signalling at a next time, security protection of
the data may not be performed since there is no security
context, and the data of the MTC device cannot be transmitted
safely.

SUMMARY

Anembodiment of the present invention provides a method
for protecting security of data, a network side entity and a
communication terminal, which can ensure secure transmis-
sion of data and improve security of communication.

In one aspect, a method for protecting security of data
which is applied to a machine type communication is pro-
vided, including: storing, by a network side entity, informa-
tion relevant to security context if a communication terminal
which communicates with the network side entity has a char-
acteristic of small data transmission; obtaining, by the net-
work side entity, current security context according to the
information relevant to security context; and performing, by
the network side entity, protecting security of communication
data by employing the current security context.

Before storing the information relevant to security context,
the method further comprises: querying, by the network side
entity, a home subscribe server HSS about a machine type
communication MTC characteristic information of the com-
munication terminal; determining, by the network side entity,
whether the communication terminal has the characteristic of
small data transmission according to the MTC characteristic
information.
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The information relevant to security context comprises:
security context, or an algorithm and an authentication vector
AV, or an algorithm and a root key Kasme.

The method further comprises: sending, by the network
side entity, a detach request message or a detach accept mes-
sage to the communication terminal, wherein the detach
request message or the detach accept message comprises a
random number RAND and an authentication token AUTN in
the authentication vector AV.

When the information relevant to security context com-
prises the algorithm and the authentication vector AV, the
obtaining, by the network side entity, current security context
according to the information relevant to security context,
comprises: generating, by the network side entity, the security
context according to the algorithm and a Kasme in the AV
comprised in the information relevant to security context.

The obtaining, by the network side entity, current security
context according to the information relevant to security con-
text, comprises: taking, by the by the network side entity, the
security context comprised in the information relevant to
security context as the current security context.

The obtaining, by the network side entity, current security
context according to the information relevant to security con-
text, comprises: receiving, by the network side entity, a ran-
dom number generated by the communication terminal; gen-
erating, by the network side entity, a new root key according
to the random number generated by the communication ter-
minal, a Count value stored by the network side entity and the
root key Kasme comprised in the information relevant to
security context; generating, by the network side entity, the
current security context according to the new root key and the
algorithm comprised in the information relevant to security
context.

The method further comprises: receiving, by the network
side entity, a Count value sent by the communication termi-
nal, wherein the sent Count value is number of times the
communication terminal and the network side entity perform
fast authentication; and sending a Count value stored by the
network side entity to the communication terminal if the
received Count value is not consistent with the Count value
stored by the network side entity.

The method further comprises: receiving, by the network
side entity, a random number generated by the communica-
tion terminal, a Count value sent by the communication ter-
minal and a message authentication code MAC value sent by
the communication terminal; calculating, by the network side
entity, a message authentication code MAC value according
to the random number generated by the communication ter-
minal, the Count value sent by the communication terminal,
and the algorithm and the root key Kasme comprised in the
information relevant to security context; and authenticating,
by the network side entity, the communication terminal suc-
cessfully if the calculated MAC value is consistent with the
MAC value sent by the communication terminal.

The method further comprises: receiving, by the network
side entity, a random number generated by the communica-
tion terminal; generating, by the network side entity, a new
root key according to the random number generated by the
communication terminal, the Count value stored by the net-
work side entity and the root key Kasme comprised in the
information relevant to security context; generating, by the
network side entity, a response value RES according to the
new root key and the random number generated by the com-
munication terminal; sending, by the network side entity, the
generated RES to the communication terminal.

The storing, by the network side entity, information rel-
evant to security context, comprises: storing by the network



US 9,189,632 B2

3

side entity, the information relevant to security context when
last communication is over, wherein the obtaining, by the
network side entity, current security context according to the
information relevant to security context, comprises: obtain-
ing, by the network side entity, the current security context
according to the information relevant to security context at the
beginning of the current communication.

In another aspect, a method for protecting security of data
which is applied to a machine type communication is further
provided, including: storing, by a communication terminal,
information relevant to security context if the communication
terminal has a characteristic of small data transmission;
obtaining, by the communication terminal, current security
context according to the information relevant to security con-
text; and performing, by the communication terminal, pro-
tecting security of communication data by employing the
current security context.

Before storing the information relevant to security context,
the method further comprises: obtaining, by the communica-
tion terminal, its own MTC characteristic information
according to configuration information, and determining
whether the communication terminal has the characteristic of
small data transmission.

The information relevant to security context comprises:
security context, or an algorithm, a random number RAND
and an authentication vector AV, or an algorithm and a root
key Kasme.

The storing, by a communication terminal, information
relevant to security context, comprises: receiving, by the
communication terminal, a detach request message or a
detach accept message sent by a network side entity; and
storing, by the communication terminal, the RAND and the
AUTN in the detach request message or the detach accept
message.

The obtaining, by the communication terminal, current
security context according to the information relevant to
security context, comprises: validating, by the communica-
tion terminal, the AUTN; generating, by the communication
terminal, a Kasme according to the RAND and the AUTN;
and generating, by the communication terminal, the current
security context according to the generated Kasme and the
algorithm in the information relevant to security context.

The obtaining, by the communication terminal, current
security context according to the information relevant to
security context, comprises: taking, by the communication
terminal, the security context comprised in the information
relevant to security context as the current security context.

The obtaining, by the communication terminal, current
security context according to the information relevant to
security context, comprises: obtaining, by the communica-
tion terminal, a Count value of the communication terminal
and a random number generated by the communication ter-
minal, wherein the Count value of the communication termi-
nal is number of times the communication terminal and the
network side entity perform fast authentication; generating a
new root key according to the random number generated by
the communication terminal, the Count value of the commu-
nication terminal and the root key Kasme comprised in the
information relevant to security context; and generating the
current security context according to the new root key and the
algorithm comprised in the information relevant to security
context.

After the obtaining, by the communication terminal, a
Count value of the communication terminal and a random
number generated by the communication terminal, the
method further comprises: calculating, by the communica-
tion terminal, a message authentication code MAC value
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according to the random number generated by the communi-
cation terminal, the Count value of the communication ter-
minal, and the root key Kasme comprised in the information
relevant to security context; and sending the MAC value to the
network side entity.

After the obtaining, by the communication terminal, a
Count value of the communication terminal and a random
number generated by the communication terminal, and
before generating the new root key, the method further com-
prising: receiving a Count value stored by a network side
entity sent by a network side; updating the Count value of the
communication terminal to the Count value stored by the
network side entity if the Count value of the communication
terminal is not consistent with the Count value stored by the
network side entity.

Before the generating the current security context accord-
ing to the new root key and the algorithm comprised in the
information relevant to security context, the method further
comprises: receiving an RES sent by the network side entity;
generating an RES according to the new root key and the
random number generated by the communication terminal;
authenticating, by the communication terminal, the network
side entity successfully if the generated RES is consistent
with the RES sent by the network side entity.

The storing, by the communication terminal, information
relevant to security context, comprises: storing, by the com-
munication terminal, the information relevant to security con-
text when last communication is over, wherein the obtaining,
by the communication terminal, current security context
according to the information relevant to security context,
comprises: obtaining, by the communication terminal, the
current security context according to the information relevant
to security context at the beginning of the current communi-
cation.

In another aspect, a network side entity applied to a
machine type communication is further provided, including:

a storing module, configured to store information relevant
to security context if a communication terminal which com-
municates with the network side entity has a characteristic of
small data transmission;

a first obtaining module, configured to obtain current secu-
rity context according to the information relevant to security
context; and

a security protecting module, configured to perform pro-
tecting security of communication data by employing the
current security context.

The storing module further comprises: a query module,
configured to query a HSS about an MTC characteristic infor-
mation of the communication terminal; and a determining
module, configured to determine that the communication ter-
minal has the characteristic of small data transmission
according to the MTC characteristic information queried by
the query module.

The network side entity further comprising: a sending
module, configured to send a detach request message or a
detach accept message to the communication terminal,
wherein the detach request message or the detach accept
message comprises a random number RAND and an authen-
tication token AUTN in an authentication vector AV.

The first obtaining module comprises: a fourth obtaining
sub-module, configured to generate security context accord-
ing to an algorithm and a Kasme in an AV comprised in the
information relevant to security context; or a first obtaining
sub-module, configured to take security context comprised in
the information relevant to security context as the current
security context; or a second obtaining sub-module, config-
ured to receive a random number generated by the commu-
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nication terminal; a third generating sub-module, configured
to generate a new root key according to the random number
generated by the communication terminal, a Count value
stored by the network side entity and a root key Kasme
comprised in the information relevant to security context; and
a forth generating sub-module, configured to generate the
current security context according to the new root key and an
algorithm comprised in the information relevant to security
context.

The network side entity further comprises: a second
obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a Count value
sent by the communication terminal, wherein the sent Count
value is number of times the communication terminal and the
network side entity perform fast authentication; and a sending
sub-module, configured to send a Count value stored by the
network side entity to the communication terminal if the
received Count value is not consistent with the Count value
stored by the network side entity

The network side entity further comprises: a second
obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a random num-
ber generated by the communication terminal, a Count value
sent by the communication terminal and a message authenti-
cation code MAC value sent by the communication terminal;
a calculating sub-module, configured to calculate a message
authentication code MAC value according to the random
number generated by the communication terminal, the Count
value sent by the communication terminal, and an algorithm
and a root key Kasme comprised in the information relevant
to security context; and an authenticating sub-module, con-
figured to check whether the calculated MAC value is con-
sistent with the MAC value sent by the communication ter-
minal, and determine that the network side entity
authenticates the communication terminal successfully if the
calculated MAC value is consistent with the MAC value sent
by the communication terminal.

The network side entity further comprises: a second
obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a random num-
ber generated by the communication terminal; a third gener-
ating sub-module, configured to generate a new root key
according to the random number generated by the communi-
cation terminal, the Count value stored by the network side
entity and the root key Kasme comprised in the information
relevant to security context; an RES generating module, con-
figured to generate a response value RES according to the new
root key and the random number generated by the communi-
cation terminal; and an RES sending module, configured to
send the generated RES to the communication terminal.

In another aspect, a communication terminal applied to a
machine type communication is further provided, including:

a storing module, configured to store information relevant
to security context if the communication terminal has a char-
acteristic of small data transmission;

afirst obtaining module, configured to obtain current secu-
rity context according to the information relevant to security
context; and

a security protecting module, configured to protecting
security of communication data by employing the current
security context.

The storing module further comprises: a determining mod-
ule, configured to obtain its own MTC characteristic infor-
mation according to configuration information, and deter-
mine whether the communication terminal has the
characteristic of small data transmission.

The first obtaining module further comprises: a receiving
sub-module, configured to receive a detach request message
or a detach accept message sent by a network side entity; a
storing sub-module, configured to store an RAND and an
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AUTN in the detach request message or the detach accept
message; a first generating sub-module, configured to vali-
date the AUTN, and generate a Kasme according to the
RAND and the AUTN; and a third generating sub-module,
configured to generate the current security context according
to the generated Kasme and an algorithm in the information
relevant to security context; or, a first obtaining sub-module,
configured to take security context comprised in the informa-
tion relevant to security context as the current security con-
text; or, a second obtaining sub-module, configured to obtain
a Count value of the communication terminal and a random
number generated by the communication terminal, wherein
the Count value of the communication terminal is number of
times the communication terminal and the network side entity
perform fast authentication; a third generating sub-module,
configured to generate a new root key according to the ran-
dom number and the Count value obtained by the second
obtaining sub-module, and a root key, Kasme, comprised in
the information relevant to security context; and a forth gen-
erating sub-module, configured to generate the current secu-
rity context according to the new root key and an algorithm
comprised in the information relevant to security context.

The communication terminal further comprises: a second
obtaining sub-module, configured to obtain a Count value of
the communication terminal and a random number generated
by the communication terminal, wherein the Count value of
the communication terminal is number of times the commu-
nication terminal and the network side entity perform fast
authentication; a third generating sub-module, configured to
generate a message authentication code, MAC, value accord-
ing to the random number and the Count value obtained by the
second obtaining sub-module, and a root key, Kasme, com-
prised in the information relevant to security context; and a
sending sub-module, configured to send the generated MAC
value to the network side entity.

The second obtaining sub-module is further configured to
receive a Count value stored by the network side entity sent by
a network side, and update the Count value of the communi-
cation terminal to the Count value stored by the network side
entity if the Count value of the communication terminal is not
consistent with the Count value stored by the network side
entity.

The communication terminal further comprises: an RES
receiving module, configured to receive an RES sent by the
network side entity; an RES generating module, configured to
generate an RES according to the new root key generated by
the third generating sub-module and the random number
obtained by the second obtaining sub-module; and an RES
authenticating module, configured to check whether the gen-
erated RES is consistent with the RES sent by the network
side entity, and determine, if the generated RES is consistent
with the RES sent by the network side entity, that the com-
munication terminal authenticates the network side entity
successfully.

In accordance with the method for protecting security of
data, the network side entity and the communication terminal
provided by the embodiments of the present invention, if the
communication terminal has a characteristic of small data
transmission, information relevant to security context is
stored, security context is obtained according to the informa-
tion relevant to security context, and security protection of
communication data is performed by employing the security
context, thereby solving the problem of the prior art in which
a small data communication terminal deletes security context
after a communication is over, causing that the communica-
tion data cannot be protected in a next communication. The
technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the
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present invention can ensure secure transmission of data and
improve security of communication.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

In order to describe the technical solutions in the embodi-
ments of the present invention or the prior art more clearly, a
brief introduction on the accompanying drawings which are
needed in the description of the embodiments or the prior art
is given below. Obviously, the accompanying drawings in the
description below are merely some embodiments of the
present invention, based on which other accompanying draw-
ings can be obtained by those skilled in the art without any
inventive efforts.

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method for protecting security of
data provided by an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a time sequence diagram of a method for protect-
ing security of data provided by another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a time sequence diagram of a method for protect-
ing security of data provided by still another embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a time sequence diagram of a method for protect-
ing security of data provided by still another embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a first schematic diagram of a structure of an
apparatus for protecting security of data provided by an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a second schematic diagram of the structure of the
apparatus for protecting security of data provided by the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a structure of the storing
module of the apparatus for protecting security of data pro-
vided by the embodiment of the present invention as shown in
FIG. 5;

FIG. 8 is a first schematic diagram of a structure of an first
obtaining module of the apparatus for protecting security of
data provided by the embodiment of the present invention as
shown in FIG. 5; and

FIG. 9 is a second schematic diagram of the structure of the
first obtaining module of the apparatus for protecting security
of data provided by the embodiment of the present invention
as shown in FIG. 5.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
invention are hereinafter described in detail and completely,
with reference to the accompanying drawings in the embodi-
ments of the present invention. Apparently, the described
embodiments are only a part, but not all, of the embodiments
of'the present invention. All of the other embodiments that are
obtained by those skilled in the art based on the embodiments
in the invention without any inventive efforts fall into the
scope protected by the present invention.

In order to solve the problem of the prior art in which the
security of data transmission between a communication ter-
minal which has a characteristic of small data transmission
and a network cannot be guaranteed, the embodiments of the
present invention provide a method and an apparatus for
protecting security of data.

The method and apparatus for protecting security of data
provided by the embodiments of the present invention may be
applied to a communication system having a characteristic of
small data transmission, such as an MTC and the like. In the
present embodiment and the following embodiments, the
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method and apparatus for protecting security of data are pri-
marily illustrated by taking that they are applied to the MTC
as an example.

As shown in FIG. 1, the method for protecting security of
data includes the following steps.

Step 101, information relevant to security context is stored
if a communication terminal has a characteristic of small data
transmission.

Optionally, when an executive subject of the above-men-
tioned step is a network side entity, in the method for protect-
ing security of data provided by the embodiment of the
present invention, a home subscriber server (Home Sub-
scriber Server, HSS) may be queried for MTC characteristic
information of the communication terminal when last com-
munication is over or an authentication and key agreement
(Authentication and key agreement, AKA) is performed.
Whether the communication terminal has the characteristic of
small data transmission is determined according to the MTC
characteristic information.

In the present embodiment, the information relevant to
security context may include: security context, wherein the
security context may be security context which is used in last
communication, or may be pre-set security context, or may be
newly generated security context; or an algorithm, a random
number (RAND) and an authentication token (Authentication
Token, AUTN); or an algorithm and a root key (Kasme), and
the like, wherein the algorithm may be an algorithm which is
used in last communication, or a pre-set algorithm. The
Kasme may be a Kasme which is used in last communication,
or may be a pre-set Kasme or a newly generated Kasme. Of
course, the foregoing is merely exemplary description. In
practical applications, the information relevant to security
context may also include other information and will not be
described redundantly herein.

Optionally, when the executive subject of the above-men-
tioned step is a communication terminal, and further, if the
information relevant to security context includes an RAND
and an AUTN, step 101 may include: receiving a detach
request (detach request) message or a detach accept (detach
accept) message sent by a network side entity; and obtaining
the RAND and the AUTN from the detach request message or
the detach accept message and storing the RAND and the
AUTN.

In practical applications, the RAND and the AUTN may
also be transmitted by other messages in last communication
and will not be described redundantly herein.

If the information relevant to security context is security
context, or, if the information relevant to security context
includes an algorithm and a Kasme and so on, storing the
information relevant to security context in step 101 may
include obtaining the information relevant to the security
context locally and storing the information relevant to the
security context.

Step 102, current security context is obtained according to
the information relevant to security context.

Step 102 may be executed after the last communication is
over, e.g., after the communication terminal detaches (de-
tach) from the network side entity last time.

In the present embodiment, if the information relevant to
security context is security context, in step 102, the security
context may be taken as the security context of the current
communication, i.e., the current security context.

If the information relevant to security context includes an
algorithm, an RAND and an AUTN, particularly, step 102
may include: performing an authentication according to the
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algorithm, the RAND and the AUTN, generating a Kasme,
and generating the current security context according to the
Kasme and the algorithm.

If the information relevant to security context includes an
algorithm and a Kasme, particularly, step 102 may further
include: obtaining a Count value of the communication ter-
minal and an RAND generated by the communication termi-
nal, wherein the Count value is number of times the commu-
nication terminal and the network side entity perform fast
authentication; generating a new rootkey Kasme according to
the RAND, the Count value and the Kasme included in the
information relevant to security context; and generating the
current security context according to the new root key Kasme
and the algorithm included in the information relevant to
security context.

Step 103, security of communication data is protected by
employing the current security context.

Optionally, in order to guarantee the safety and efficiency
of'the security context and avoid a problem of reducing secu-
rity protection capacity due to protecting security of the com-
munication data by employing a same security context for a
long time. The method for protecting security of data pro-
vided by the embodiment of the present invention may further
include: obtaining a security ability of the communication
terminal; selecting, according to the security ability of the
communication terminal, an algorithm to be used in the cur-
rent communication from an algorithm priority list; and gen-
erating new security context by employing the algorithm.

In accordance with the method for protecting security of
data provided by the embodiment of the present invention, if
the communication terminal has a characteristic of small data
transmission, information relevant to security context is
stored, security context is obtained according to the informa-
tion relevant to security context, and protection of security of
communication data is performed by employing the security
context, thereby solving the problem of the prior art in which
a small data communication terminal deletes security context
when communication is over, causing that the communica-
tion data cannot be protected in next communication. The
technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the
present invention can ensure secure transmission of data and
improve security of communication.

The method for protecting security of data provided by the
above embodiments not only may be applied to a user side
device, but also may be applied to a network side entity
device, so as to achieve protection of security of data.

In the following, the method for protecting security of data
provided by the embodiment of the present invention is illus-
trated by taking that it is applied to a network side entity as an
example. The method includes:

the network side entity stores information relevant to secu-
rity context if a communication terminal which communi-
cates with the network side entity has a characteristic of small
data transmission;

the network side entity obtains current security context
according to the information relevant to security context; and

the network side entity protects security of communication
data by employing the current security context.

Specifically, that the network side entity stores the infor-
mation relevant to security context may further include: stor-
ing the information relevant to security context when last
communication is over. That the network side entity obtains
the current security context according to the information rel-
evant to security context may further include: the network
side entity obtains the current security context according to
the information relevant to security context at the beginning
of the current communication.
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Before storing the information relevant to security context,
the method may further include:

the network side entity queries a home subscribe server
HSS about machine type communication MTC characteristic
information of the communication terminal; and

the network side entity determines whether the communi-
cation terminal has the characteristic of small data transmis-
sion according to the MTC characteristic information.

Specifically, the information relevant to security context
may include security context, or, include an algorithm and an
authentication vector AV, or include an algorithm and a root
key Kasme.

Accordingly, that the network side entity obtains the cur-
rent security context according to the information relevant to
security context may include:

the network side entity generates the security context
according to the algorithm and a Kasme in the AV included in
the information relevant to security context; or

the network side entity takes the security context included
in the information relevant to security as the current security
context; or

the network side entity receives a random number gener-
ated by the communication terminal;

the network side entity generates a new root key according
to the random number generated by the communication ter-
minal, a Count value stored by the network side entity and the
root key Kasme included in the information relevant to secu-
rity context; and

the network side entity generates the current security con-
text according to the new root key and the algorithm included
in the information relevant to security context.

In order to be synchronized with the communication ter-
minal, the above-mentioned method may further include:

the network side entity sends a detach request message or
a detach accept message to the communication terminal,
wherein the detach request message or the detach accept
message includes a random number RAND and an authenti-
cation token AUTN in the authentication vector AV.

In order to be synchronized with the communication ter-
minal, the above-mentioned method may further include:

the network side entity receives a Count value sent by the
communication terminal, wherein the sent Count value is
number of times the communication terminal and the network
side entity perform fast authentication; and

a Count value stored by the network side entity is sent to the
communication terminal if the received Count value is not
consistent with the Count value stored by the network side
entity.

The above-mentioned method may further include the fol-
lowing procedure of authentication of the communication
terminal:

the network side entity receives a random number gener-
ated by the communication terminal, a Count value sent by
the communication terminal and a message authentication
code MAC value sent by the communication terminal;

the network side entity calculates a message authentication
code MAC value according to the random number generated
by the communication terminal, the Count value sent by the
communication terminal, and the algorithm and the root key
Kasme included in the information relevant to security con-
text; and

an authentication of the communication terminal per-
formed by the network side entity is successful if the calcu-
lated MAC value is consistent with the MAC value sent by the
communication terminal.
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The above-mentioned method may further include the fol-
lowing steps so as for the communication terminal to authen-
ticate the network side entity:

the network side entity receives a random number gener-
ated by the communication terminal;

the network side entity generates a new root key according
to the random number generated by the communication ter-
minal, the Count value stored by the network side entity and
the root key Kasme included in the information relevant to
security context;

the network side entity generates a response number RES
according to the new root key and the random number gen-
erated by the communication terminal; and

the network side entity sends the generated RES to the
communication terminal.

In the following, the method for protecting security of data
provided by the embodiment of the present invention is illus-
trated by taking that it is applied to a communication terminal
as an example. The method includes:

the communication terminal stores information relevant to
security context if the communication terminal has a charac-
teristic of small data transmission;

the communication terminal obtains current security con-
text according to the information relevant to security context;
and

the communication terminal protects security of commu-
nication data by employing the current security context.

Specifically, that the communication terminal stores the
information relevant to security context may include: the
communication terminal stores the information relevant to
security context when last communication is over. Specifi-
cally, that the communication terminal obtains the current
security context according to the information relevant to
security context may include: the communication terminal
obtains the current security context according to the informa-
tionrelevant to security context at the beginning of the current
communication.

Before storing the information relevant to security context,
the method may further include:

the communication terminal obtains its own MTC charac-
teristic information according to configuration information,
and determining whether the communication terminal has the
characteristic of small data transmission.

The information relevant to security context may include
security context, or, an algorithm, a random number RAND
and an authentication token AUTN; or an algorithm and a root
key Kasme.

Accordingly, that the communication terminal obtains the
current security context according to the information relevant
to security context includes:

the communication terminal verifies the AUTN;

the communication terminal generates a Kasme according
to the RAND and the AUTN; and

the communication terminal generates the current security
context according to the generated Kasme and the algorithm
in the information relevant to security context; or

the communication terminal takes the security context
included in the information relevant to security as the current
security context; or

the communication terminal obtains a Count value of the
communication terminal and a random number generated by
the communication terminal, wherein the Count value of the
communication terminal is number of times the communica-
tion terminal and the network side entity perform fast authen-
tication;

anew root key is generated according to the random num-
ber generated by the communication terminal, the Count
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value of the communication terminal and the root key Kasme
included in the information relevant to security context; and

the current security context is generated according to the
new root key and the algorithm included in the information
relevant to security context.

Specifically, when the information relevant to security con-
text is an algorithm, a random number RAND and an authen-
tication token AUTN, that the communication terminal stores
the information relevant to security context may include:

the communication terminal receives a detach request mes-
sage or a detach accept message sent by the network side
entity; and

the communication terminal stores the RAND and the
AUTN in the detach request message or the detach accept
message.

In order to facilitate the verification of the communication
terminal performed by the network side entity, after the com-
munication terminal obtains the Count value of the commu-
nication terminal and the random number generated by the
communication terminal, the method may further include:

a message authentication code MAC value is calculated
according to the random number generated by the communi-
cation terminal, the Count value of the communication ter-
minal and the root key Kasme included in the information
relevant to security context; and

the MAC value is sent to the network side entity.

In order to guarantee the synchronization between the
communication terminal and the network side entity, after the
communication terminal obtains the Count value of the com-
munication terminal and the random number generated by the
communication terminal, and before a new root key gener-
ated, the method may further include:

a Count value stored by the network side entity is received;
and

the Count value of the communication terminal is updated
to the Count value stored by the network side entity if the
Count value of the communication terminal is not consistent
with the Count value stored by the network side entity.

Before the current security context is generated according
to the new root key and the algorithm included in the infor-
mation relevant to security context, the method may further
include:

an RES sent by the network side entity is received;

an RES is generated according to the new root key and the
random number generated by the communication terminal;
and

the communication terminal determines that an authenti-
cation of the network side entity is successful if the generated
RES is consistent with the RES sent by the network side
entity.

In order for those skilled in the art to understand the tech-
nical solutions provided by the embodiments of the present
invention more clearly, the method for protecting security of
data provided by the embodiment of the present invention is
illustrated by taking that the method is applied to an MTC
device (i.e., a communication terminal) and a mobility man-
agement entity (Mobility Management Entity, MME) (i.e., a
network side entity) in a long term evolution (Long Term
Evolution, LTE) system as an example.

As depicted in FIG. 2, the method for protecting security of
data provided by another embodiment of the present inven-
tion includes the following.

Step 201, an MME queries about transmission character-
isticofan MTC device, stores information relevant to security
context when last communication is over if the MTC device
has a characteristic of small data transmission, wherein the
information relevant to security context includes an algorithm
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and an authentication vector (Authentication Vector, AV), and
sends an RAND and an AUTN included in the AV to the MTC
device.

In the present embodiment, the information relevant to
security context stored by the MME may include an algo-
rithm, an RAND, and an AUTN and so on, wherein the
algorithm may be an algorithm which is used in the last
communication, or a pre-set algorithm.

In the present embodiment, the MME may query a home
subscriber server (Home Subscriber Server, HSS) about MTC
characteristic information subscribed by the MTC device at
the end of the last communication. The MME may also query
the HSS about the MTC characteristic information sub-
scribed by the MTC device during a process of the MTC
device and the network side entity performing an AKA. The
MME may send the RAND and the AUTN to the MTC device
through a detach request message or a detach accept message.

Step 202, the MTC device obtains the RAND and the
AUTN from the detach request message or the detach accept
message, and stores the information relevant to security con-
text if the MTC device has the characteristic of small data
transmission. Specifically, the MTC device obtains its own
characteristics according to configuration information when
the last communication is over. If the MTC device has the
characteristic of small data transmission, the MTC device
stores the security context which is used in the last commu-
nication. Certainly, the MTC device may also obtain its own
characteristic before the last communication is over.

In the present embodiment, the information relevant to
security context stored by the MTC device may include an
algorithm, an RAND, and an AUTN and so on, wherein the
algorithm may be an algorithm which is used in the last
communication, or may be a pre-set algorithm.

Step 203, at the beginning of the current communication,
the MTC device obtains security context according to the
information relevant to security context stored in the step 202.

Particularly, at the beginning of the current communica-
tion, the MTC device verifies the AUTN, deduces a Kasme
according to the RAND and the AUTN, calculates a non
access stratum (Non Access Stratum, NAS) key according to
the Kasme and an algorithm, generates the security context,
and calculates a response number (Response, RES) according
to the RAND, wherein the NAS key includes a NAS encryp-
tion key and a NAS integrity key and is a part of the security
context. A value ofa NAS Count (counter) on the MTC device
side is set to an initial value (such as 0) and the NAS Count is
started. Particularly, the security context may also be gener-
ated according to the deduced Kasme, the algorithm and the
value of the counter, non access stratum NAS Count.

Step 204, the MTC device sends an attach request (attach
request) message to the MME, wherein the attach request
message includes an RES and a message authentication code
(Message Authentication Code, MAC). Optionally, when the
MTC device needs to perform uplink data transmission, the
uplink data is encrypted by employing the security context
and an encrypted ciphertext of the uplink data is generated.
The encrypted ciphertext of the uplink data may also be
carried in the attach request message. Optionally, the attach
request message may also include a security ability of the
MTC device.

Step 205, the MME searches for an authentication vector
(Authentication Vector, AV) after receiving the attach request
message, obtains expected response number (Expected
Response, XRES) from the AV, verifies whether the XRES is
identical to the RES included in the attach request message. If
the XRES is identical to the RES included in the attach
request message, the MME generates the security context
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according to an algorithm included in the information rel-
evant to security context and a Kasme in the AV. Particularly,
the MME may generates the security context according to the
algorithm and the Kasme in the AV, and checks the MAC
value included in the attach request message by employing
the security context. If the check passes, the MME decrypts
the encrypted ciphertext of the uplink data included in the
attach request message by employing the security context to
obtain the uplink data.

Optionally, if the attach request message further includes
the security ability of the MTC device, the MME may choose
a new algorithm according to the security ability of the MTC
device and active a new NAS key according to the new chosen
algorithm.

It should be noted that if the MME is not an MME to which
the MTC device originally accesses, the MME needs to ask
the MME to which the MTC device originally accesses for the
AV and the algorithm of'the MTC device, and then checks the
MAC value and the RES value; or, the MME sends the entire
attach request message to the MME to which the MTC device
originally accesses, such that the MAC value and the RES
value are checked, and sends the AV of the MTC device to the
MME ifthe check of the MAC and the RES is successful. The
MME calculates a new NAS key according to the new chosen
algorithm and the Kasme.

Step 206, when it is necessary to transmit downlink data,
the MME encrypts the downlink data by employing the secu-
rity context obtained in step 205, and generates an encrypted
ciphertext of the downlink data, and the MME sends an attach
complete (attach complete) message to the MTC device. The
attach complete message includes the encrypted ciphertext of
the downlink data and the MAC.

Optionally, if the MME chooses a new algorithm in step
205, the attach complete message further includes the new
chosen algorithm.

Step 207, the MTC device checks the MAC value included
in the attach complete message according to the security
context obtained in step 203. If the check passes, the
encrypted ciphertext of the downlink data included in the
attach complete message is decrypted by employing the secu-
rity context to obtain the downlink data.

Optionally, if the attach complete message includes an
updated algorithm, the MTC device generates a new NAS key
according to the updated algorithm and the Kasme, generates
new security context, checks the MAC value included in the
attach complete message by employing the new security con-
text, and decrypts the encrypted ciphertext of the downlink
data included in the attach complete message by employing
the new security context to obtain the downlink data if the
check passes.

Optionally, in order to guarantee that both the MTC device
and the MME active the new security context, the method
may further include:

Step 208, the MTC device sends a Confirm message to the
MME, wherein the Confirm message includes an MAC which
is generated by updated security context.

It should be noted that, in the present embodiment, the
Confirm message may be a new NAS message, or may be
other existing NAS messages, which will not be described
redundantly herein.

Optionally, in the present embodiment, when there is
uplink data to be transmitted, the Confirm message may also
include an encrypted ciphertext of the uplink data which is
encrypted by employing the updated security context.

In accordance with the method for protecting security of
data provided by the embodiment of the present invention, if
the communication terminal has a characteristic of small data
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transmission, information relevant to security context is
stored, security context is obtained according to the informa-
tion relevant to security context, and security protection of
communication data is performed by employing the security
context, thereby solving the problem of the prior art in which
a small data communication terminal deletes security context
when communication is over, causing that the communica-
tion data cannot be protected in next communication. The
technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the
present invention can ensure secure transmission of data and
improve security of a communication.

As shown in FIG. 3, the method for protecting security of
data provided by another embodiment of the present inven-
tion includes the following steps.

Step 301, an MME queries about MTC characteristic infor-
mation of an MTC device, and stores security context used by
last communication when the last communication is over if
the MTC device has a characteristic of small data transmis-
sion.

In the present embodiment, the MME may query, atthe end
of last communication, an HSS about the MTC characteristic
information subscribed by the MTC device. The MME may
also query the HSS about the MTC characteristic information
subscribed by the MTC device during a process of the MTC
device and the network side entity performing an AKA, and
store the MTC characteristic information.

Step 302, the MTC device obtains its own characteristics
according to configuration information at the end of the last
communication. If the MTC device has the characteristic of
small data transmission, the MTC device stores the security
context which is used in the last communication. Certainly,
the MTC device may also obtain its own characteristics
before the last communication is over.

Step 303, when it is necessary to perform data transmission
between the MTC device and the MME, the MTC device
encrypts uplink data by employing the security context stored
in step 302. The MME encrypts downlink data by employing
the security context stored in step 301.

In accordance with the method for protecting security of
data provided by the embodiment of the present invention, if
the communication terminal has a characteristic of small data
transmission, information relevant to security context is
stored, security context is obtained according to the informa-
tion relevant to security context, and security protection of
communication data is performed by employing the security
context, thereby solving the problem of the prior art in which
a small data communication terminal deletes security context
when communication is over, causing that the communica-
tion data cannot be protected in next communication. The
technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the
present invention can ensure secure transmission of data and
improve security of communication.

As shown in FIG. 4, a method for protecting security of
data is further provided by another embodiment of the present
invention, and the method includes the following.

Step 401, an MME queries about MTC characteristic infor-
mation of an MTC device, and stores information relevant to
security context when last communication is over if the MTC
device has a characteristic of small data transmission,
wherein the information relevant to security context includes
an algorithm and a Kasme.

In the present embodiment, the MME may query, atthe end
of last communication, an HSS about the MTC characteristic
information subscribed by the MTC device. The MME may
also query, before the last communication is over, the HSS
about the MTC characteristic information subscribed by the
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MTC device, e.g., during a process of the MTC device and the
network side entity performing an AKA, and store the MTC
characteristic information.

Step 402, the MTC device obtains its own characteristics
according to configuration information at the end of last com-
munication. If the MTC device has the characteristic of small
data transmission, the MTC device stores the information
relevant to security context, wherein the information relevant
to security context includes an algorithm and a Kasme. Cer-
tainly, the MTC device may also obtain its own characteristics
before the last communication is over.

Step 403, the MTC device obtains its own Count value and
a random number RAND generated by the MTC device,
wherein the Count value of the MTC device is number of
times the MTC device and the network side entity perform
fast authentication, and calculates a message authentication
code MAC value according to the random number generated
by the communication terminal, the Count value of the MTC
device and the algorithm and the root key Kasme included in
the information relevant to security context. Step 403 may be
executed at the beginning of the current communication.

The Count value of the MTC device is number of times the
MTC device performs fast authentication. Optionally, the
MTC device performs an AKA and generates new security
context when the Count value of the MTC device achieves a
pre-set threshold.

Step 404, the MTC device sends the Count value of the
MTC device, the RAND generated by the MTC device and
the MAC value calculated in step 403 to the MME. Option-
ally, the security ability of the MTC device may be sent as
well. Optionally, the parameter mentioned above may be
carried by an attach request message.

Step 405, security context is generated in accordance with
the Count value stored by the network side entity (such as
MME), the received RAND value, and the algorithm and the
Kasme stored in step 401.

Optionally, before the MME generates the security con-
text, the MME may check the received MAC value of the
MTC device according to the algorithm and the Kasme
included in the information relevant to security context stored
in step 401. If the check passes (i.e., authentication is suc-
cessful), the security context is generated. Particularly,
checking the received MAC value of the MTC device
includes calculating, by the MME, a message authentication
code MAC value according to the random number generated
by the MTC device, the Count value sent by the MTC device,
the algorithm and the Kasme included in the information
relevant to security context. If the calculated MAC value is
consistent with the MAC value sent by the communication
terminal, authentication of the communication terminal per-
formed by the network side entity is successful.

Particularly, the MME generates new Kasme and RES
needed by the current communication according to the
received Count value, the RAND value and the Kasme stored
in step 401. Particularly, the new Kasme=KDF (a Kasme, an
RAND, and a Count value stored by the network side entity),
and the new RES=KDF (the new Kasme and RAND). The
security context is generated according to the new Kasme and
the algorithm stored in step 401.

The Count value stored by the network side entity is num-
ber of times the MTC device performs fast authentication. If
the Count value received by the MME is not consistent with
the Count value stored by the network side entity, the Count
value stored by the network side entity is sent to the MTC
device so as to guarantee the synchronization between the
Count value of the MTC device and that of the network side
entity. Optionally, the Count value stored by the network side
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entity may be carried by an attach complete message. Option-
ally, the MME may also choose a new algorithm according to
a received security ability of the MTC device and generate a
new NAS key according to the new chosen algorithm.

Step 406, the MME sends an attach complete message
which includes an RES to the MTC device, and protects
integrity of the message, i.e., an MAC value may be added in
the message for verification. Optionally, when there is down-
link data to be transmitted, the MME encrypts the downlink
data by employing the security context generated in the step
405, and generates an encrypted ciphertext of the downlink
data. The attach complete may further carry the encrypted
ciphertext of the downlink data. Optionally, the attach com-
plete message may further include the Count value and/or the
new chosen algorithm stored by the network side entity.

It should be noted that if the MME is not an MME to which
the MTC device originally accesses, the MME needs to ask
the MME to which the MTC originally accesses for the
Kasme of the MTC device and the Count value by which the
MTC device performs fast authentication (stored by the net-
work side entity), and then checks the MAC value; or, the
MME sends the entire attach request message to the MME to
which the MTC device originally accesses, such that the
MAC value is checked. If the check on the MAC is successful,
the MME to which the MTC device originally accesses sends
the Kasme and the Count value by which the MTC device
performs fast authentication to the MME, and the MME cal-
culates a new Kasme and RES.

Step 407, the MTC device generates anew Kasme and RES
needed by the current communication according to the Count
value of the MTC device, the RAND value and the Kasme
stored in step 402. Particularly, the new Kasme=KDF (a
Kasme, an RAND, and a Count value of the MTC device),
and the new RES=KDF (the new Kasme and RAND). The
security context is generated according to the new Kasme and
the algorithm stored in the step 402.

Before generating the security context, the MTC device
may further authenticate the network side entity, i.e., check
the RES sent by the network side. Particularly, the MTC
device may determine whether the RES generated by the
MTC device is consistent with the RES sent by the network
side. If the RES generated by the MTC device is consistent
with the RES sent by the network side, the authentication of
the network side entity performed by the MTC device is
successful. After the authentication is successful, the MTC
device generates the security context according to the new
Kasme and the algorithm stored in step 402.

Optionally, if the attach complete message includes the
Count value stored by the network side entity, the MTC
device generates a new Kasme and RES needed by the current
communication according to the Count value stored by the
network side entity, the RAND value and the Kasme stored in
the step 402, and generates the security context according to
the new Kasme and the algorithm stored in step 402, wherein
the new Kasme=KDF (a Kasme, an RAND, and a Count
value stored by the network side entity), and the new
RES=KDF (the new Kasme and RAND).

In accordance with the generated security context, the
MAC value included in the attach complete message is
checked. If the MAC value passes the check, the encrypted
ciphertext of the downlink data included in the attach com-
plete message is decrypted by employing the security context
to obtain the downlink data.

Optionally, if the attach complete message includes a new
chosen algorithm, the MTC device generates a new NAS key
according to the new chosen algorithm, checks the MAC
value included in the attach complete message by employing
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the new NAS key, and decrypts, when the check passes, the
encrypted ciphertext of the downlink data included in the
attach complete message by employing the new NAS key to
obtain the downlink data.

Optionally, in order to guarantee that both the MTC device
and the MME activate the new NAS key, the method may
further include:

Step 408, the MTC device sends a Confirm message to the
MME, wherein the Confirm message includes the MAC gen-
erated by employing updated security context.

It should be noted that, in the present embodiment, the
Confirm message may be a new NAS message, or may be
other existing NAS messages, which will not be described
redundantly herein.

Optionally, in the present embodiment, when there is
uplink data to be transmitted, the Confirm message may also
include encrypted ciphertext of the uplink data encrypted by
employing the updated security context.

In accordance with the method for protecting security of
data provided by the embodiment of the present invention, if
the communication terminal has a characteristic of small data
transmission, information relevant to security context is
stored, security context is obtained according to the informa-
tion relevant to security context, and security protection of
communication data is performed by employing the security
context, thereby solving the problem of the prior art in which
a small data communication terminal deletes security context
when communication is over, causing that the communica-
tion data cannot be protected in next communication. The
technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the
present invention can ensure secure transmission of data and
improve security of a communication.

Specifically, in the above-mentioned embodiment, the net-
work side entity or the communication terminal stores the
information relevant to security context when communica-
tion is over, more specifically, when the network side entity
and the communication terminal perform detaching operation
last time. It may be stored before performing detaching, or
stored at a same time with detaching, or stored after detach-
ing. Specifically, for instance, the MTC device or network
side entity stores the information relevant to security context
before initiating a detach request; or the MTC device or
network side entity stores the information relevant to security
context after receiving the detach accept; or MTC device or
the network side entity stores the information relevant to
security context before initiating the detach request or after
receiving the detach accept. In the above-mentioned embodi-
ment, the network side entity or the communication terminal
obtains current security context according to the information
relevant to security context, specifically, at the beginning of
the current communication, e.g., when the network side entity
or the communication terminal is in a detach state, or before
or after initiating an attach request, or after an authentication
is successful, or the like.

As shown in FIG. 5, an embodiment of the present inven-
tion further provides an apparatus for protecting security of
data which is configured to execute the steps of the above-
mentioned embodiments of the method. The apparatus
includes:

a storing module 501, configured to store information rel-
evant to security context if a communication terminal has a
characteristic of small data transmission;

a first obtaining module 502, configured to obtain security
context according to the information relevant to security con-
text stored by the storing module 501; and
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a security protecting module 503, configured to protect
security of communication data by employing the security
context obtained by the first obtaining module 502.

Additionally, as shown in FIG. 6, when the apparatus is
applied to a network side entity, the apparatus for protecting
security of data provided by the embodiment of the present
invention may further include:

a query module 504, configured to query a HSS about an
MTC characteristic information of the communication termi-
nal; and

adetermining module 505, configured to determine that the
communication terminal has the characteristic of small data
transmission according to the MTC characteristic informa-
tion queried by the query module 504.

Additionally, as shown in FIG. 7, when the apparatus is
applied to a communication terminal, the storing module 501
may include:

a receiving sub-module 5011, configured to receive a
detach request message or a detach accept message sent by
the network side entity if the information relevant to security
context includes an RAND and an AUTN; and

a storing sub-module 5012, configured to obtain and store
the RAND and the AUTN from the detach request message or
the detach accept message received by the receiving sub-
module 5011.

Additionally, as shown in FIG. 8, the first obtaining module
502 may include:

a first obtaining sub-module 5021, configured to take the
stored security context as current security context if the infor-
mation relevant to security context is security context which
is used by last communication.

Additionally, as shown in FIG. 9, the first obtaining module
502 may include:

a first generating sub-module 5022, configured to perform
authentication according to an algorithm, an RAND and an
AUTN included in the information relevant to security con-
text, and generate a Kasme; and

a second generating sub-module 5023, configured to gen-
erate the security context according to the Kasme generated
by the first generation sub-module 5022, the algorithm and a
counter NAS Count value, wherein the Count value is an
initial value.

Additionally, the first obtaining module 502 may further
include:

a second obtaining module, configure to obtain an RAND
and a Count value generated by the communication terminal,
wherein the Count value is number of times the communica-
tion terminal and the network side entity perform fast authen-
tication;

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
new root key Kasme according to the RAND obtained by the
second obtaining sub-module, the Count value and the root
key Kasme included in the information relevant to security
context; and

a fourth generating sub-module, configured to generate the
security context according to the new root key Kasme gener-
ated by the third generation sub-module and the algorithm
included in the information relevant to security context.

Additionally, the first obtaining module 502 may further
include:

a calculating sub-module, configured to calculate an MAC
value according to the RAND obtained by the second obtain-
ing sub-module, the Count value and the root key Kasme
included in the information relevant to security context; and

an authenticating sub-module, configured to check
whether the MAC value calculated by the calculating sub-
module is consistent with the MAC value sent by the com-
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munication terminal. If the MAC value calculated by the
calculating sub-module is consistent with the MAC value sent
by the communication terminal, an authentication of the com-
munication terminal performed by a network is achieved.

Additionally, the first obtaining module 502 may further
include:

a checking sub-module, configured to check whether the
Count value of the communication terminal obtained by the
second obtaining sub-module is consistent with the Count
value stored by the network side entity; and

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
new root key Kasme according to the RAND obtained by the
second obtaining sub-module, the Count value stored by the
network side entity and the root key Kasme included in the
information relevant to security context if the check result of
the checking sub-module is not consistent.

Additionally, the first obtaining module 502 may further
include:

a sending sub-module, configured to send the Count value
stored by the network side entity to the communication ter-
minal if the check result of the checking sub-module is not
consistent.

In addition, the first obtaining module 502 may further
include:

athird obtaining module, configure to obtain a Count value
stored by the network side entity; and

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
new root key Kasme according to the RAND obtained by the
second obtaining sub-module, the Count value stored by the
network side entity which is obtained by the third obtaining
module and the root key Kasme included in the information
relevant to security context.

An embodiment of the present invention further provides a
network side entity, which is configured to execute the steps
of related methods of the network side entity in the above-
mentioned embodiments of the method, including:

a storing module, configured to store information relevant
to security context if a communication terminal which com-
municates with the network side entity has a characteristic of
small data transmission;

a first obtaining module, configured to obtain current secu-
rity context according to the information relevant to security
context; and

a security protecting module, configured to protect security
of communication data by employing the current security
context.

The storing module is specifically configured to store, if the
communication terminal which communicates with the net-
work side entity has the characteristic of small data transmis-
sion, the information relevant to security context when last
communication is over. The first obtaining module is specifi-
cally configured to obtain the current security context accord-
ing to the information relevant to security context at the
beginning of the current communication.

The storing module may further include:

a query module, configured to query a HSS about an MTC
characteristic information of the communication terminal;
and

a determining module, configured to determine that the
communication terminal has the characteristic of small data
transmission according to the MTC characteristic informa-
tion queried by the query module.

The network side entity may further include:

a sending module, configured to send a detach request
message or a detach accept message to the communication
terminal, wherein the detach request message or the detach
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accept message includes a random number RAND and an
authentication token AUTN in an authentication vector AV.

The first obtaining module may further include:

a fourth obtaining sub-module, configured to generate the
security context according to an algorithm and a Kasme in an
AV included in the information relevant to security context; or

a first obtaining sub-module, configured to take security
context included in the information relevant to security con-
text as the current security context; or

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a
random number generated by the communication terminal;

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
new root key according to the random number generated by
the communication terminal, a Count value stored by the
network side entity and a root key Kasme included in the
information relevant to security context; and

a forth generating sub-module, configured to generate the
current security context according to the new root key and an
algorithm included in the information relevant to security
context.

The network side entity may further include:

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a
Count value sent by the communication terminal, wherein the
sent Count value is number of times the communication ter-
minal and the network side entity perform fast authentication;
and

a sending sub-module, configured to send a Count value
stored by the network side entity to the communication ter-
minal if the received Count value is not consistent with the
Count value stored by the network side entity.

The network side entity may further include:

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a
random number generated by the communication terminal, a
Count value sent by the communication terminal and a mes-
sage authentication code MAC value sent by the communi-
cation terminal;

a calculating sub-module, configured to calculate a mes-
sage authentication code MAC value according to the random
number generated by the communication terminal, the Count
value sent by the communication terminal, and an algorithm
and a root key Kasme included in the information relevant to
security context; and

an authenticating sub-module, configured to check
whether the calculated MAC value is consistent with the
MAC value sent by the communication terminal, and deter-
mine that an authentication of the communication terminal
performed by the network side entity is successful if the
calculated MAC value is consistent with the MAC value sent
by the communication terminal.

The network side entity may further include:

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to receive a
random number generated by the communication terminal;

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
new root key according to the random number generated by
the communication terminal, the Count value stored by the
network side entity and the root key Kasme included in the
information relevant to security context;

an RES generating module, configured to generate a
response value RES according to the new root key and the
random number generated by the communication terminal;
and

an RES sending module, configured to send the generated
RES to the communication terminal.

An embodiment of the present invention provides a com-
munication terminal, which is configured to execute the steps
of related methods of the communication terminal in the
above-mentioned embodiments of the method, including:
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a storing module, configured to store information relevant
to security context if the communication terminal has a char-
acteristic of small data transmission;

a first obtaining module, configured to obtain current secu-
rity context according to the information relevant to security
context; and

a security protecting module, configured to protect security
of communication data by employing the current security
context.

The storing module is specifically configured to store the
information relevant to security context when last communi-
cation is over if the communication terminal which commu-
nicates with the network side entity has the characteristic of
small data transmission. The first obtaining module is spe-
cifically configured to obtain the current security context
according to the information relevant to security context at the
beginning of the current communication.

The storing module may further include:

a determining module, configured to obtain its own MTC
characteristic information according to configuration infor-
mation, and determine whether the communication terminal
has the characteristic of small data transmission.

The first obtaining module may further include:

a receiving sub-module, configured to receive a detach
request message or a detach accept message sent by a network
side entity;

a storing sub-module, configured to store an RAND and an
AUTN in the detach request message or in the detach accept
message;

a first generating sub-module, configured to authenticate
the AUTN, and generate a Kasme according to the RAND and
the AUTN; and

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate the
current security context according to the generated Kasme
and an algorithm in the information relevant to security con-
text; or

a first obtaining sub-module, configured to take security
context included in the information relevant to security con-
text as the current security context; or

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to obtain a
Count value of the communication terminal and a random
number generated by the communication terminal, wherein
the Count value of the communication terminal is number of
times the communication terminal and the network side entity
perform fast authentication;

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
new root key according to the random number and the Count
value obtained by the second obtaining sub-module, and a
root key Kasme included in the information relevant to secu-
rity context; and

a forth generating sub-module, configured to generate the
current security context according to the new root key and an
algorithm included in the information relevant to security
context.

The communication terminal may further include:

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to obtain a
Count value of the communication terminal and a random
number generated by the communication terminal, wherein
the sent Count value is number of times the communication
terminal and the network side entity perform fast authentica-
tion;

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate a
message authentication code MAC value according to the
random number and the Count value obtained by the second
obtaining sub-module, and a root key Kasme included in the
information relevant to security context; and
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a sending sub-module, configured to send the generated
MAC value to the network side entity.

In the communication terminal, the second obtaining sub-
module may further configured to receive a Count value
stored by the network side entity sent by a network side, and
update the Count value of the communication terminal to the
Count value stored by the network side entity if the Count
value of the communication terminal is not consistent with
the Count value stored by the network side entity.

The communication terminal may further include:

an RES receiving module, configured to receive an RES
sent by the network side entity;

an RES generating module, configured to generate an RES
according to the new root key generated by the third gener-
ating sub-module and the random number obtained by the
second obtaining sub-module; and

an RES authenticating module, configured to check
whether the generated RES is consistent with the RES sent by
the network side entity, and determine that an authentication
of the network side entity performed by the MTC device is
successful if the generated RES is consistent with the RES
sent by the network side entity.

It should be noted that, in practical applications, the
divided multiple modules of the apparatus for protecting
security of data provided by the embodiment of the present
invention of as shown in FIG. 5 to FIG. 9 may also be imple-
mented by one module or functionality module with similar
functionalities to that of the multiple modules, and will not be
described redundantly herein.

A specific implementation method of the apparatus for
protecting security of data provided by the embodiment of the
present invention may be referred to the descriptions of the
method for protecting security of data provided by the
embodiment of the present invention, and will not be
described redundantly herein.

In the apparatus for protecting security of data provided by
the embodiment of the present invention, if the communica-
tion terminal has a characteristic of small data transmission,
information relevant to security context is stored, security
context is obtained according to the information relevant to
security context, and security protection of communication
data is performed by employing the security context, thereby
solving the problem of the prior art in which a small data
communication terminal delete security context when com-
munication is over, causing that the communication data can-
not be protected in next communication. The technical solu-
tions provided by the embodiments of the present invention
can ensure secure transmission of data and improve security
of communication.

The steps of the method or the algorithm described by the
embodiment which is disclosed in by the present context may
be implemented directly by hardware, software module
executed by a processor, or a combination of the two. The
software module may be placed in a random access memory
(RAM), a memory, a read-only memory (ROM), an electri-
cally programmable ROM, an electrically erasable and pro-
grammable ROM, a register, a hard disk, a removable disk, a
CD-ROM,; or any other form of well known storage medium
in the technical field.

The foregoing is merely some specific implementation of
the present invention, which the protection scope of the
present invention is not limited to. Changes or substitutions
that can be readily thought by those skilled in the art within
the technical scope disclosed by the present invention should
fall in the protection scope of the present invention. There-
fore, the protection scope of the present invention should be
defined by that of the claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for protecting security of data, which is
applied to a machine type communication, comprising:

querying, by a network side entity, a home subscribe server

(HSS) whether there is machine type communication
(MTC) characteristic information of a communication
terminal;

determining, by the network side entity, whether commu-

nication between the communication terminal and the
network side entity is a small data transmission accord-
ing to the MTC characteristic information of the com-
munication terminal;

storing, by the network side entity, information pertaining

to security context if the communication terminal which
communicates with the network side entity is a small
data transmission, wherein the step of storing the infor-
mation pertaining to the security context is performed
subsequent to the step of querying the HSS;

obtaining, by the network side entity, a current security

context according to the information pertaining to secu-
rity context; and

protecting, by the network side entity, security of commu-

nication data by employing the current security context,
wherein the information pertaining to the security context
comprises:
an algorithm and an authentication vector (AV) compris-
ing a random number (RAND) and an authentication
token (AUTN), or
an algorithm and a root key (Kasme).
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
sending, by the network side entity, a detach request mes-
sage or a detach accept message to the communication
terminal, wherein the detach request message comprises
the authentication vector (AV).

3. The method of claim 1, wherein when the information
pertaining to the security context comprises the algorithm and
the authentication vector (AV), the obtaining, by the network
side entity, the current security context according to the infor-
mation pertaining to the security context, comprises:

generating, by the network side entity, the security context

according to the algorithm and a root key (Kasme) in the
authentication vector (AV) comprised in the information
pertaining to the security context.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining, by the
network side entity, the current security context according to
the information pertaining to the security context, comprises:
receiving, by the network side entity, a random number
(RAND) generated by the communication terminal;

(Kasme) according to the random number (RAND) gener-
ated by the communication terminal, a Count value
stored by the network side entity and the root key
(Kasme) comprised in the information pertaining to the
security context; and

generating, by the network side entity, the current security

context according to the new root key (Kasme) and the
algorithm comprised in the information pertaining to
security context.

5. A method for protecting security of data, which is
applied to a machine type communication (MTC), compris-
ing:

obtaining, by a communication terminal, MTC character-

istic information of the communication terminal accord-
ing to configuration information;

determining, by the communication terminal, whether

communication with the communication terminal is a
small data transmission according to the MTC charac-
teristic information of the communication terminal;
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storing, by the communication terminal, information per-
taining to a security context if the communication with
the communication terminal is a small data transmis-
sion, wherein the step of storing the information pertain-
ing to the security context is performed subsequent to the
step of obtaining the MTC characteristic information;

obtaining, by the communication terminal, a current secu-
rity context according to the information pertaining to
the security context; and

protecting, by the communication terminal, security of

communication data by employing the current security
context,

wherein the information pertaining to the security context

comprises:

analgorithm and an authentication vector (AV) compris-
ing a random number (RAND) and an authentication
token (AUTN), or

an algorithm and a root key (Kasme).

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the storing, by a com-
munication terminal, information pertaining to the security
context, comprises:

receiving, by the communication terminal, a detach request

message or a detach accept message sent by a network
side entity; and

storing, by the communication terminal, the random num-

ber (RAND) and the authentication token (AUTN) in the
detach request message or the detach accept message.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the obtaining, by the
communication terminal, the current security context accord-
ing to the information pertaining to the security context, com-
prises:

validating, by the communication terminal, the authentica-

tion token (AUTN);

generating, by the communication terminal, a root key

(Kasme) according to the random number (RAND) and
the authentication toke (AUTN); and

generating, by the communication terminal, the current

security context according to the generated root key
(Kasme) and the algorithm in the information pertaining
to the security context.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the obtaining, by the
communication terminal, the current security context accord-
ing to the information pertaining to the security context, com-
prises:

taking, by the communication terminal, the security con-

text comprised in the information pertaining to the secu-
rity context as the current security context.

9. The method of claim 5, wherein the obtaining, by the
communication terminal, the current security context accord-
ing to the information pertaining to the security context, com-
prises:

obtaining, by the communication terminal, a Count value

of the communication terminal and a random number
(RAND) generated by the communication terminal,
wherein the Count value of the communication terminal
is number of times the communication terminal and the
network side entity perform authentication;

generating a new root key according to the random number

(RAND) generated by the communication terminal, the
Count value of the communication terminal and the root
key (Kasme) comprised in the information pertaining to
the security context; and

generating the current security context according to the

new root key and the algorithm comprised in the infor-
mation pertaining to security context.

10. A communication terminal, which is applied to a
machine type communication (MTC), comprising:
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a storing module, configured to store information pertain-
ing to a security context if communication with the
communication terminal is a small data transmission;

a first obtaining module, configured to obtain a current
security context according to the information pertaining
to the security context; and

a security protecting module, configured to protect security
of communication data by employing the current secu-
rity context, wherein the storing module further com-
prises:

a determining module, configured to determine whether
communication with the communication terminal is a
small data transmission according to machine type com-
munication (MTC) characteristic information, wherein
the determining module is further configured to obtain
its own MTC characteristic information according to
configuration information, and

wherein the first obtaining module further comprises:

a receiving sub-module, configured to receive a detach
request message or a detach accept message sent by a
network side entity;

a storing sub-module, configured to store a random number
(RAND) and an authentication token (AUTN) in the
detach request message or the detach accept message;

a first generating sub-module, configured to validate the
AUTN, and generate a root key (Kasme) according to
the random number (RAND) and the authentication
token (AUTN); and

a third generating sub-module, configured to generate the
current security context according to the generated root
key (Kasme) and an algorithm in the information per-
taining to the security context.

11. The communication terminal of claim 10, further com-

prising:

a second obtaining sub-module, configured to obtain a
Count value of the communication terminal and a ran-
dom number generated by the communication terminal,
wherein the Count value of the communication terminal
is the number of times the communication terminal and
a network side entity perform authentication;

(Kasme) comprised in the information pertaining to the
security context; and

a sending sub-module, configured to send the generated
message authentication code (MAC) value to the net-
work side entity.

12. The communication terminal of claim 11, wherein the
second obtaining sub-module is further configured to receive
a Count value stored by the network side entity sent by a
network side, and update the Count value of the communica-
tion terminal to the Count value stored by the network side
entity if the Count value of the communication terminal is
does not match the Count value stored by the network side
entity.

13. The communication terminal of claim 10, further com-
prising:

an a response value (RES) receiving module, configured to
receive a response value (RES) sent by a network side
entity;

a response value (RES) generating module, configured to
generate a response value (RES) according to a new root
key generated by the third generating sub-module and
the random number obtained by the second obtaining
sub-module; and

an a response value (RES) authenticating module, config-
ured to check whether the generated response value
(RES) matches the response value (RES) sent by the
network side entity, and determine, if the generated RES
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matches the (RES) sent by the network side entity, then
the communication terminal authenticates the network
side entity successfully.

#* #* #* #* #*
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